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Effect of the K283R mutation in JE/Zika chimeric virus envelope protein
on neurovirulence in mice

REN Yang', HUANG Rong', YANG Jun-jie*, CHEN Rong', CHEN Lan’, FENG Ya-lan', YUAN Lei',
YANG Jian'

(1. School of Basic Medicine and Forensic Medicine s North Sichuan Medical College s Nanchong 637000;2. Institute of Blood
Trans fusion -Chinese Academy of Medical Sciences »Chengdu 61007333, Department of Laboratory Medicine » Zigong Third
People’s Hospital » Zigong 643000 Sichuan »China)

[Abstract] Objective: To explore the effect of the K283R mutation in JE/Zika chimeric virus envelope protein on
neurovirulence in mice. Methods: Using the full-length cDNA clone of JE/ZIKV(MR766) as the template, the infectious clone
carrying E-K283R substitution was constructed via overlap extension PCR-mediated site-directed mutagenesis and molecular
cloning, followed by restriction enzyme (Xho | ) linearization and in vitro transcription. The mutant virus JE/ZIKV (MR766)
(K283R) was rescued by electroporation into BHK21 cells. Viral characteristics were validated through serial passage,
sequencing» plaque assay, growth kinetics, and indirect immunofluorescence. Neurovirulence was quantitatively assessed by
intracranial challenge in 3-week-old female Kunming mice, with LD50 as the endpoint metric. Results: Restriction analysis
confirmed successful construction of the JE/ZIKV ( MR766) (K283R) infectious clone. Plaque assays. sequencing. and
immunofluorescence verified viral rescue,showed larger plaque diameters (0. 20 = 0. 04) cm for the mutant compared to the
parental strain JE/ZIKV(MR766) (0.1420.03)cm,P<C0. 05. The growth curve showed that both strains reached peak titers
at 60 h post-infection. Animal experiments revealed an intracranial LD50 of 1. 35 pfu/0. 03 mL for JE/ZIKV(K283R) ,slightly
lower than the parental strain (2. 21 pfu/0. 03 mL). Conclusion: The K283R substitution in ZIKV E protein did not significantly
attenuate murine neurovirulence,suggesting its non-critical role in viral pathogenicity regulation.

[Key words] Zika virus;Japanese encephalitis virus; Chimeric virus; Envelope protein; Neurovirulence
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ZE K% (zika virus, ZIKV) & —Fh F 2 LR
WO AL B 1B A 0 BB IE B8 RNA 5%, o) T
1947 4FAE 1 F 3K 19 28 R R ARb bl & B, A 2007
AETF b 26 R 0 B I AL RR TS LR W YT O, Ik R AR
T =2 A B % T 2 TRV T R 5 51 Rk
B REAE . BEgEt ) R R S R R
ZE4AE (congenital zika syndrome, CZS) 1 A #%
P— B F 25 & 4E (guillain-barre syndrome, GBS) &
JEA G, RUA5 28 RN BT 2Bk A JE AR B T E
JE AR T A X 2 R e B R Y R TR T
Tk A LY AR R R T
VBl T A — ol L 0 R M AN A
AU AL 20 I 28 1 Bk SA14-14-2 0 B 28, 348
JE/ZIKV(MR766) 5 JE/ZIKV (PRVABC59) M ¥
AR A, 38 /N B RE S E S, BT
PRVABC59 ¥k 1 % 45 9% 28 3 ol 22 5 1 W] B A T
MR766 ¥RAT A R 0RT . E & AT 0 # 1Y 5% o
), A9 25 1E A 40 B, S e A B Ol Y G B AR
(Y, Xt E R RS R b KB
E EHM 120,158.283.341 1 343 fi HAFELEH .
AU ZH % 120,158,341 Fl 343 o S #E4T T W4
ARSIy (& BLIX B 07 A R AR R B 8 W
WS P D 283 A3 a5 AT BB 5 BOX AR ik
BIR R R 1 22 F R R T AR BB LA
JE/ZIKV(MRT766) % & i # 4 Bl , 5% e s 5872
FARME T E HH K283R R4S bk, I 8 i /5 4 %
PN BB A, RGEVEAR T 2848 Mk 5 SR AN R TE M 4 3
TS

| BT

1.1 ##
LIl FH. Bk AR FERILRSY R

[pACNR-JEV-3' ({3 & Z fi 3% B ¥k SA14-41-2 (%
HERJF 3 nt 3345 ~10970) . pACNR-JEV-5" (4 &
G PET MR SA14-14-2 AT IR IF 5] nt 1~3450)
K pACNR-JE/ZIKV (MR766)-5" (f4 & JE/ZIKV
(MR766) 1 #% 1 B2 J¥ 9] nt 1~ 34500 ], ik & M5 7
JE/ZIKV(MR766) . BHK21 4 g ¥ b A 52 % = #4
AIFRAT s LKL T VR SA14-14-2 Ty H RAR 24 9 1
rn F ST BT 5 5 T 9 R W /N BRURR 1T B2 2 B 3 ) 55 50
O ERAE . JIALEE 2 B 2 51 S W A R SR
NSMC & i CH [ 2025036 ],

1.1.2 E=FZRXAFMLE FTHIIYET GenBank
s PR Y ZIKV 227 751 G 515 . AY632535.
20T, W 1. BT 1WA LK B R

P TAESHZ4E il T A TR RO A R
M. FERE Taq DNA R4 8 K& T4 DNA % £
Bl A RE SR TR A IR 2 R (TaKaRa) . Bk
& O ) & | B B mT Wil R & K& PCR 7™ 9 4l Ak 1t
MEWH OMEGA 24 w) = &, BRI E U 5 5
F=d A New England Biolabs(NEB) 2y ®) #24t, Jit
AR PR A RNA 8] o A9 i 55 & I - QIA-
GEN 728 ml ik, A& Sh 5% 53850 & R 1 Hl Promega
2wl JEV-E &1 .JEV-NS1 &1 & ZIKV-E &
AEE S EPLAR I H GenTex 23 7] s AlexaFluord88 45
WCH PO B RAE Y HORA R Al $2 4t
PCR A H K ASCRT L 56 AR 81 8 ¢ O b 388 40 30l o
Eppendrof A%, BIO-RAD 23 &) 7= f . Leica 2\ A)
7 i
®1 PCREMFSI

S1 4 J751 H &

F2 5'-GCTTGGCAGTTGTCATAG-3' RAY 1
R3 5'-AGATCTGACTCCGCACACGCCTT-3'  RAEY
K283R F 5'-GCAAAGGGAAGGCTGTTCT-3' R
K283R R 5'-AGAACAGCCTTCCCTTTGC-3' SR
RR5 5-GACTGCTTCCTGTGATTGCA-3' illig
1.2 A&

1.2.1 AREHK B prM/E(K283R) By B L4

K JF k. pACNR-JE/ZIKV (MR766) A # 4 , % JH
PSS ) (F2/K283R R Al K283R F/R3) #E 47
PCR ¥4, 4> 3354525 1. 3 kb #1 0. 8 kb ) DNA
FBt. PCR N FRFIRE N 98 CAM 2 min—>25
APEFR 98 CAEME 10 5,58 “CilBk 15 5,72 °C ZEA
1 min—>72 ‘CAIEM 5 min, ZEENHL UK 7 855 [
WH AR B, 45 B0 1 pL A Sk AR AR i AT S A
PCR., S IEM N &1 .98 CHIAE M 2 min—>
10 MEFAY 98 CAEPE 10 .58 CB A 15 .72 C
FEAH 2 min—>72 CLKIEM 5 min, BEJF AN H)
F2 Fl R3(45 1 pl) M4 R Y38 W R P 51 IR
P 1 AH IR A ZE i B ] ZE 4K & 2 min, S 200 O B
JE L vk [l 2. 1 kb B9 H 9 B,

.2.2 A2 KEFEMHERHE pACNRIJE/ZIKV
(MR766) (K283R) Iy #g & DL i B prM/E(K283R)
B pACNR-JEV-5"_EAM R A B, 3845 pACNR-JE/
ZIKV(K283R)-5"; #i 5 pACNR-JEV-3' Jfi ¥i i
53] 4 KR YL VE 5 e pACNR-JE/ZIKV (MR766)
(K283R)., WL 1.
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pACNRJEV-5 Sof I

Belll

6000bp [

B }

prM/E of ZIKV(K283R)

prM/E

ori

pACNR-JEV-3"

Xho | 10000bp

pACNR-JE/ZIKV(K283R)

13300bp

Bl 1 pACNR-JE/ZIKV(MR766)(K283R) B MR EHETRE

1.2.3 RERWEM AR KM Xho [ BRI
PN UT) Xt 5 A 28 A8 67 B 4 K Ok AT e v Ak
Ab B B el A A1 5 Sk R0 & 0 AT R 3 Y Al
RNA 4N B, H4l4k 1 RNA 3 3 i 258 fL AR
BEYL ARG AR Z) 90 % 9 BHK21 40 i b, o 5% W TR
N 180 V., FEYLJE B 2 % (IR H0 R 4 1 i
) MEM ¥ 35 58, % T 37 °C.5% CO, $ 34 i
I . B H W0 MG AR 500 (CPED . 2424 50 % 4i g
BRI 45 B 9% B, BE AT K R LR 3R (— 80 C
37 CRE) MUE MM 2R T B A 4 °C &I
T 2 000 r/min B0 10 min JFUCE B, 03 ELT
T —80 CukAf.ich P1 R W . 4% BHK21
20 B b B 3R L, 5 A0 Al R 3k 31 70 Y0 B g
FIFRA R, H 1IXPBS B EUe%k 1 IR, e
SRR M. O.1=0. 01 $5h P1 AW EW .37 C W Fff
1 hOI A A 20 min ZKFHEREST 100 . B4 oS
B 200 FBS MAERR R R IE ARSI R B2 700
M HLFE T WP T B L AR id o P2 AR, R B
AR, B E 6 T B IR =10 PFU/mL G 1 ith B i,
B ) .

1.2.4 m&EMF LUK HEE RNA HER G W cD-
NA AR5 PP 51 ¥ 3647 PCR 4731 ) 8 7
J7:98 °C Wi AEPE 2 min—>25 NEFFAY 98 °C A5 1k

10 5,58 ‘CiBk 15 5,72 “CHEfH 2 min—>72 “C & 4L
5 min, §HY Y 28 B I L UK A6 AR I A3 AT
1.2.5 & &Kot En o BHK21 4 g 4 f
T 96 FLAR b, 1 20 B 4 0 3k 80 00 )L 4% MOT =
0.1 43 il 4 Fh %€ 42 8 #k JE/ZIKV ( MR766)
(K283R) 2 Xf MR 5 #k SA14-14-2, L8 % 7 K 3 55
Ab R B o R A 5 SR 72 b I FE S SR Al 1
X PBS 28 M % Ve 1 WL 4% £ 5 W RS o
W % UL 3RE O [ 5 30 min, PBS B ¥E 3~5 I (IR 5
min) , ] 0. 5% Triton X-100(PBS B #) % & i
A 10 min FF I EEVE ; 7] X B FL IR0 30 L 76 B
Ji B — T TARW 43 3 T JEV-E $i4K (1: 20 7
B L JEV-NST ik (1: 1 000 # B FlHt ZIKV-E
ik (1:500 F B, B T 37 C.5% CO, &M T
A 60 min, ff 5 F PBS 28 s 1 IS Ue % 3 W B AL
JIA 50 pul. AlexaFluord88 #xic i) — 3L (1: 500 Hi
), 37 CHROELIE T 60 min, 1 XPBS #JEERE T
PGB T M IR RERR.

1.2.6 A&t s2d % BHK21 4R T 6
fL 85 3% B b, fF 40 M8 60% BE, XF JE/ZIKV
(MR766)(K283R) & JE/ZIKV (MR766) %5 7% Wk it
17 10 FE SRR FE R RS, B LI A 400 Ll 7 B ik 7
W37 °C.5% CO, &M TG 1 h, W H % 20 min
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IV 35 5 7 MR LA DR 90 2 27 S0 W R . 8 B S8 U h B F RS EeEEY A, WK 2,
BRI T FIE W A FLIMA 2 mL % 1000 SR

BEAD 200 $ROK TG W M B a5 B R W, P S B T
37 °C.5% CO, iﬁ?%"ﬁtljﬁé?*iﬁ?% 4~5d, fFplst
TEATEWAT UG L 4% 2 3 F % 181 72 30 min, P
210 g/ L 455 S8 i il g @,aiézéjifr%ﬁﬁ*ﬂ“?mﬁ
BEECE IS B L (R 0) L DB B AR 25 52
1.2.7 Ak &%4 A BHK21 40 T 55 5%
LA, 5 A Bk 3] 70 %I, 4% ML O. 1=0. 01 $EFf
W 2 JE/ZIKV (MR766) (K283R) fl JE/ZIKV
(MR766), % 12 h W8 1 IH 3% i (408 &
FOTJG Ze1E 5256 . X b 3 AR AR AT ok B0 S22 46 ) 2
BRI L S 2 i 19 5 M 2k O3 B SR A Bk R A BRI AR K
¥ ESR.
1.2.8 REmEWNMEE A0 ¥ 36 LMW
WREWI/INESG R 6 4. a4 6 H, I —24 %
FIAT IR AL, ORS00 4l . SR A 10 £ 2R 90 # B vk
Xt #2409 # JE/ZIKV (MR766) (K283R) & Hi 3 A
HeJE/ZIKV(MRmes):_ 7R R L 2 S S B

T 2 0 PN VE B R AR AR 0. 03 mL R EEEK . 1L
WLEE 14 d, e 5 45 g /N B AR AR A BB T B ] L 58
i Reed-Muench ¥ 315 2 F B8 5 &2 (LD50) .
1.3 SitZEHH

K SPSS 23. 0 A% Xof £ 4l E 47 Ak B 5 43

T ERF G IER S B Z50, (x££ &
m,éﬂlfﬂttﬁ THSTREA ¢ KRB, P<<0.05 WER
PR RS-}

2 &R

2.1 &KFH pACNR-JE/ZIKV (MR766) B3 i
REEHR

P pACNR-JE/ZIKV (MR766) 4 K Jfi ki b
Me . R HBI % F2/K283R R 14315245 0. 8 kb #Y
ABC1, 31 8 % K283R F/R3 4 #4153 4
L4kb R B2, 2ESEME, L) F2/R3 A5
STHEATY B B 4K 15 2. 2 kb 1 prM/E(K283R) A
B8535 U RN B

# 5 ki pACNR-JE/ZIKV (MR766) (K283R)-
5'F Sof T it Bgl I XUEEYI .45 8] K /N2y 3. 8 kb Ail
2.2 kb 1y Bt W 5B AT, B K Bk pAC-
NR-JE/ZIKV(MR766) (K283R) 4» % /| Sfo [ 5
Bgl Il .BspE 1 45 Xho 1 M EgEY].Bgl 1l # A,
2 Sfo 1 F1 Bgl 1T XUHE Y1 Ab B, 7= 425 7. 0 kb,
3.2 kb.2.2 kb &% 1. 2 kb % DNA K B ; BspE [Hl
Xho DIUEEEINI A BE 7. 6 kb 55 6.0 kb A9 /Bt 1fii Bel 11
PR35 7.0 kb.5. 4 kb F1 1. 2 kb B9 A Bt Frfs

At 2 3 M Bvoss 6 mi
bp b

P
15 000. bp
mi)(m

C

M2 7 8 9 10

5
wum“““

2000

10001 000
750
500

250
100

250)

2 &KRHA pACNRJE/ZIKV (MR766) K R % E

A. 4 K283R % & PCR ¥ # = 4 ;B. pACNRJE/ZIKV
(MR766) (K283R)-5" & % & ;C. 4 Kk R £ pACNR-JE/ZIKV
(MR766) %5 %% ;M1. DNA % T %47 (DL 2000);M2. DNA 4 F
FH# (DL 15000);1. 4 K283R R & A 1;2. 4 K283R &M &
2;3. 4 K283R £ & # prM/E 4 $ ;4. pACNRJE/ZIKV (MR766)-
5°;5. pACNRSJE/ZIKV (MR766)(K283R)-5";6. pACNR-JE/ZIKV
(MR766)(K283R)-5"/Sof I +Bgl I ;7. pACNRJE/ZIKV(MR766)
K283R):8. pACNRJE/ZIKVMR766) (K283R)/Sfo [ +Bgl 11 ;9. pAC
NRJE/ZIKV(MR766)(K283R)/BspE [ +Xhol I ;10 pACNRIE/ZIK
V(MR 766)(K283R)/Bgl 1T,

2.2 HmEMNFMNELR

B 45 B 5 GenBank & % B ZIKV
(MR766) J% 5] (5515 . AY632535. 20) #E47 X [,
TR A 3R (AAG—>AGG) HIC HAt 5245
LK 3,

ATGGATGETGCAAAMGGGA
ATGGATGGETGCAAAGGGA

SCTGTTCTCTGGCCATTT
SCTGTTCTCTGGECCATTT

ATCCATCRTCCARACCGANCTC T TCTCTCOCCAT T
3 JE/ZIKV(MR766) (K283R )il

2.3 BEERERXLBER

] B2 fo B 9% 6 L5 45 R W oR. JE/ZIKV
(MR766) (K283R) T 41 %5 & #k 7T %% JEV-NS1 Al
ZIKV-E ¥ S PR SN B X JEV-E $UAR TE N 5
iM% BB #k JEV SA14-14-2 W £ 3 JEV-E F1 JEV-
NS1 Hi Ak B 2 R, ZIK V-E 04400 Sk B 1 L 5 15
Woeae—8. WK 4,

JEV SA14-14-2

- -

JEV/ZIKV(K283R) MOCK

Anti JEV-E

Anti JEV-NSI

Anti ZIKV-E

B4 BEFEREWREIRE
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M/ FE R A AR B AL AR (1 K283 R 288Xt /N R 22 3 7 1) 5 i 5

2.4 FREMHLIRNERBRAEGTHEINER

PRBESC IR 45 R Won LI JE/ZIKV (MR766)
(K283R) T BE K T X B4l JE/ZIKV (MR766) , 25 7
HYita X0, 1440, 03 vs. 0. 20+0. 04) em.,
P<C0. 051, W 5A, A K #hZ 5t wow, JE/
ZIKV(MR766) (K283R) fil JE/ZIKV (MR766) i J&
HE 60 h X B & W, 203k 7. 500 Logl0 pfu/mL
F17.609 Logl0 pfu/mL,ffijE &8 Fe, — &AW
BB LR, 2R LRI #E X (P >0.05),
WL 5,

+ JE/ZIKV(MR766)(K283R)
~ JE/ZIKV(MR766)

8
6
4
2
(

B2 24 36 48 60 72 84 96
JE/ZIKV(MR766)(K283R) JE/ZIKV(MR766) 1] (h)
5 REMRINERRERKBESINER
A FREREEBRER B AGWESLER,

2.5 RERBSNMERAMESNHNELER

S5 JE/ZIKV (MR766) (K283R) #1 JE/
ZIKV(MR766) figi P 422 Fl 3 J5 8% 35 % 2 B2 9/ B
£ H/NER 0,03 mL, W% 14 d, 30 3/ DR AYIE T 1%
., X% H Reed-Muench % it & 5 JE/ZIKV
(MR766) (K283R)LD50 & 1. 35 pfu/0. 03 mL,JE/
ZIKV(MR766)LD50 & 2. 21 pfu/0. 03 mL. UL
6 ik 2,

JE/ZIKV(MR766)(K283R)

100 1 l
—~ 80
x
= 60
B3
HZ 40
) T

5 1] (d) 5 18] (d)

Blo #HAERSMEFHLE

JE/ZIKV(MR766)

- 10'
+10?
10
*10°

~10

x2 RERBNMNRHABRESH

R FET-HU/ B EL

IR JE/ZIKV(MR766) (K283R) JE/ZIKV(MR766)
10! 6/6 6/6

10° 6/6 5/6

10° 5/6 4/6

10" 5/6 5/6

10° 4/6 0/6

14 % BE (pfu/mL) 4.5%10° 0.95x10°
LD50(PFU) 1.35 2.21

3 itig

e 0 T ARG S8 B B RE 3 R 1 BR R A £ B
LG B0 R R R A2 A 6B T oK R R Y OG B
PRAP PR BT A DR A7 AR S IR R B A E Y Dl 2 2

N BB IS H MR RIRA L PR . 50 S A A
[Fi) Fr) [R]85 A, fiE A5 ik 5 09 5 09 BIF & R T RE .
ZIKV i Sm MR e F N e A 2 r ikl . i
LA 20 06 U6k 75 5 5 B AR SA14-14-2 Jg B 40, i 2
R AR ChinZIKV, 85 G0 58 B A] A8 f5 o] 45 4
g G AR ORTL AR, O 58 4 BHL BT R B AL 5
PA%H FH 9% 5% (chaoyang virus, CYV) 2 #% {& # 2
CYV-ZIKV & A, 3 5o “ o 5 4 0T mgs s 306 92 1
2 E Y] A, B YR f E FR R P AA T B (geometric mean
titer, GMT) 35 320, BB 5¢ 4 BH Wr 50 8¢ 5 (195 25 1
JEN s DL HURE S B Aripo % 3 (Aripo vi-
rus, ARPV) 2y 48, ¥y @t fix & 9% 8 ARPV/ZIKV,
T2 BETE A AR 20 b 2 A ] B AR G Y A g e
FIABEGE I BE 10 . 3k SEBF 53 35 2 W i A 0 15 08
HOETF R AR ZIKV ki i E S =,
E #F /& ZIKV 0T Re & [, 75t 30
BES 1 FAM 09 A EAE L A g TR ) A 3K AL
H R ZIKV IR BRI E S, EZEAEE
O3 R EASGER B G5 F I T(DD) L 454 5% TT(DIID | 45
F B TIT(DID Y, DIT fi 3 B B /E &/ G 5
1 40 M I () A L TR R B B ik % EDIT M 4 & 2k
HHE LR PR 3R A G IR 2 i 2 0T A 1] 4 A
T AN AR, T B Al A AR IR DIT 2
5 YRR B WURLIY B2 E 76 B A 0 Z 1T 5 AR 4R
PLURAG DILDII L [ 24 55 5 2% — Rk 4, B
I 75 ILEAHTT - DIT 1Y il & B B i A B 2R 1 (prMD B
B GRUTE PN ST I S A0 B8R v R A AR R R
B A DIT A S P k3% R 95 i 32 o g N2
R RS R B A Y. E & A DI 7R % #E Y
B ER SR EEEREZENEM. EEA iR
TE Hp L DIT S FEA A A 28 748 X 28 15 06 8 10 8 ) L e )
JE i B AR RS, Fan 2577 % 8L, £ T DII-C
AR bty 5 I 1K f) HAO1Y 28 4%, RE 95 42 & 5 5 X% /) Bl
AL H s Liu 2579 & BLAE DI G 4 5] A DE7TN %8
7 B H 0 JE S 06 T 5 A 20 AN T O 0 T 4 AL R
X2 B 1R 2R AR T, 3 O FE R B T A 5T
PEfE T IR KE . 2 RN E A 283 A Ak
R4k T DIT Z5 #3895 85 19 Dol BE S 56 25 R B L JE/
ZIKV ( MR766 ) (K283R) fh & Kk T JE/ZIKV
(MR766) (P<C0.05) , HUEE FL 48 19 48 K, 42 7 95 55 1Y)
BESI VI REAR BR . Bh A S E Y 45 2R WK, JE/ZIKV
(MR766) (K283R) 1y /Iy B 4 it & 7 J) LD50
1. 35 pfu/0. 03 mL,JE/ZIKV (MR766) LD50 f /)
BRI N #2255 SR 2. 21 pfu/0. 03 mL, —H MR
ZRIEA TR, 4Kl R, JE/ZIKV
(MR766) (K283R) #ll JE/ZIKV (MR766) i F 4 7£
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60 h X B & W, 23k 7.5 Logl0 pfu/mL 1 7.6
Logl0 pfu/mL,BfiJ5 ¥ &8 F M, — & A KBHT
B 25 5, U I K283R 28748 I o itk & 9 75 /) B
P 22 D B A R A X 2 A B
ALY B R S AR I 5T R B L B — SR AR Xk G 5 PR B
15 A B L 3R R Bk G 98 78 R REAE B ) R A rh R
EFME M. Fan %9 & B, 6 B & (O %A
(V153D-H401Y) i it By [F] L 48 T+ 8 77, i A8 AN
AR E E 8 RAK S [ A 42, 30 1Y 5 3 5 pl 48
20 ML P A S R 5 5 R DTG I [ 39 i b 2 4R 28 1k
(B T =AY R, TR fik B0 B 1 i #2 b, JE/ZIKV
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